FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

The Sailing Adventures Of Vellela

Tips For Prospective
Blue Water Cruisers

Words by Wendy Hinman and Garth Wilcox

PART 2

WENDY HINMAN AND GARTH WILCOX SAILED
34,000 MILES OVER 7 YEARS ABDARD THEIR 31-
FOOT WYLIE-DESIGNED BOAT, VELELLA,
CIRCUMMAVIGATING THE PACIFIC OCEAN, WITH
A FORAY INTO THE SOUTH CHINA SEA.

WENDY IS CURRENTLY WRITING A BOOK ABOUT
THEIR ADVENTURES.

REPLACEMENT PARTS AND SPARES

Make sure you have approximataly a 1 yaar supply
of ragular maintananca items (like filkars, balis and oil,
stainiess bolts and nuts and the like) and replacement
parts for critical aystems on kand. You can saal tham
in shrink wrap o prolect these ilems untll needed
Racor fwal fillers have baan a challangs to gal in many
kocations. (Lucas CAV filtars seem to be more availatla
for & fraction of the Racor price in areas in the South
Facific). Stainless steel shackies, plne and othear
hardware have besn mosily unavailable oulside of
Mow Zealand and Auslralia and probably most majos
yachting centers, as wall as lina, electronics, most
sdhssives and sealants, boat-specific electrical and
plumbing parts, and of course, replacemant parta for
spacific models of vachi gear. Wast Marine ships
products all over the world and having a catalog on
board s handy for figuring ouwt solulions. Gatting mail
in ame places can be difficull &nd Import policies can
dalay your plans and creale varous hassies (Make
surl you have contacl infarmation for majos suppliers
of spacialty gear you have, such as walermakars,
autopifot, electric windless, efc. just in case you nead
them later}. Lead acid betleres and engine oll {but nat
always Lhe kind you wanl) are available most places
whans thare are larges towns. Machine shops are good
m many population centass whara thara is light industry,
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Many boat yards and chandlerias offar higher guality

wiork and carry & wider varlety of preducts in the more
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papular desfinations and you can ask
other cruisers about specific places.
Planning ahead by making sure you
have spares orf doing prevenialive
mainienance when You are in mora
devalopad areas can help minimize
breskdowns and related hassles later.

Somelimes counlries have mora
affardable guality products than the
U.5. or cheaper labor retes. Telk to

COSTS OF VOYAGING

How much It costs o crulse really
depends on your lifesltyle and
expaciations. Some think of crulsing
gs living a simpler lifestyle and others
think of it as a once in & lifetime irip
and thig altilude will influence how
you spand money. The siza of your
boat and the sophistication of your
egquipment also makes & big

HANDLING FINANCES | MONEY
WHILE VOYAGING

ATMS and crisdil cards wonk wall in Sorme
countries bul can be useless or
EMpEnsive to use in mose remots Breas.
Having travelers’ checks and & little
cash (some single US dollars and 510
and $20 bills) is always o good idea bo
cover you in various situations, Wea've
tradad clothing and other items for things

othar cruisers for the current situaton.
Mew Zesland, for example, i3 an
excallent place for doing wark on tha
bodt, Labos rates are musch lower than
the .5, with highly skilled labor, BMost
local products are of decant guality,
and Importing products 18 quite easy
they since wailve all impart duty fof

forelgn vessels. New Zealand has
good locally-made mechanical ilems
(epiglass, oars, stainless), although
imported items and sspacially
glectronics cost more. Prices can vary
glgnificantly from store to store. Good
quiality sails and canvas work cost less
due {0 cheaper labor rates {although
most canvas dodgers wa saw weran't
g3 attractive as ones designed and
bullt in Narlh America) even though
rmaterials oflen cosl mara, Australia is
legs ideal bul offers another place to
do 8 major overhaul.

difference in costs. As more yachts
vigit an area, while maore saervices
become avallable, prices alaso lend 1o
rise. Wa are trying to live within a
budget of about 51000 a month
including boat maintenance and
finding that & bit challenging. Some
manths we spand wery ltlle and olhers

we excesd the budget significantly.
Qur bigges! cosl |8 boal repairs and
upgrades. The simpler your boal, the
chaaper lha repairs will be. There are
many boats out here on & far higher
budgel than we are and often locals
congider all foreigners to be rich and
charge accordingly, But there is plenty
to do that doesn't cost anything -
snorkeling, swimming, surfing, hiking
- and we Iry lo focus on those 1hings
Hanging araund with people an youf
sama budge! can make sticking to
your budget easiar.

in some remode areas, such as norham
Vanustu, where money s of little value
gince thare ara no stores.

Setting up auiomatic bl paying can hedp
you manage your money, but appoint
someone you irust and provide them
with a power of allorney and a

Bun Huviop-Wiams

checkbook 1o handle lhings Lhat
undoubindly will coma up because il is
hard tc anficipate everylhing. Ses
saction on Handling Mail and Business
Affaira, for more info.

EARNING INCOME WHILE VOYAGING

Cettlng paying work (s possible an an
informal basis in construclion or boal
maintenance | daoliverias, teaching
English or some restaurant wark, but
pgatting a work parmit to work for a short
tim= in &n offlce position s much mors
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challenging, Those wanting 1o work
might nesd to stop for 8 longer peried
te find the |job and then maks it
warthwfille for an employer 1o hive them
officially, Qften immigration visas
spacifically forbid one from working in
a country so wsually any work Is dona
under the table, We have heard of
people gelling laken advantage of while
warking under thi table since they can’

complain. A trade or skill that might be
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U.5, yachf in transit can eliminale
probleme with customs and be
adeguate to keep people from retuming
packages if you are nal silling rght
theere, Amarican Express will collect
mail (for a shori tima for cardholders)
and many marnas, yacht clubs and
hotels will accept your mall in advance
of your arfival with warning, Bul due la
misunderstandings lhey can be
refurnad. The cruising guidas for each

collect numbers for your credit card
50 you can contact them outside the
L5, (Also renew your driver's |icense
and passporl early il you ean o
pravan! inconvaniancas later,) Don’
carry averything in your wallat. You
can‘t use credit cards evarywhaerna
anyway, a0 don't leke the risk of
lpging them and having lo replace
avaryihing at ltremendous
inconvanianca. Make copias of

useful 1o other yachties (equipment
installation, sad making / repair, warnish
{ paint prep, ngging, efectronics repair)
could halp earm some income. Many
nate these special skills on thair boat
cards. Yachlias ganerally halp one
anathar gratis in the spérit of community,
s0 Bpproaching regular yachties on a

country give you an idea of where you
can send mall. In some places, like
Wavau, Tenga, people never got thelr
mail, bul lhis (s & rare OCoUrfEnoe
Bocausa wa have someona al homa
handling our affairs, wa can minimize
mail forwarding o a couple of times &
year and ususally choose 1o walt unill
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averything you are carrying in case
you lose it and leave It with someone
you trust, Carry 8 copy of your
passporl in your wallel and offen you
can avaid having 1o carry tha -Uriginall
especially to cash travelar's chacks.
Carry & copy of your boat documants
gs well and always keep the original

work for payment arrangemeant should

be done carafully. Maegayachts with
professional crew expect 1o pay for
sEMVicoSs

HANDLING MAIL AND BUSINESS
AFFAIRS

Sgnding mail to Genaral Delivery or
Posi Restante still works pretty
effectivaly withoul any advance warning
al all and can be collacied upon
presantalian af some feem of 1D, Oftan
mizrely addressing packages: haold for

wa've resched countries we've heard
are rellable Thera are mall ransferring
services that you can hire and some
will even manage soma of your affairs
with & limited power of attorney. You
may wanl to conaider setling yourself
up aulomalic bill paying and checking
your accounls enline @ minimize

maifing issues.

Deuble check expiration dates an
cradit and mambarship cards, and
requast replacing them early whila it
is convenient. Mote the International

on the boat (This i3 your titie 1o the
boat). On board amall can ba usalul
far managing affairs in remole areas,
See Communications section for
more Info.

INSURANCE

Insurance for health and boat seem
te present challenges to most
American yachlies, and few people
seem contenl wilh their arrangement
Many Europeans are uninsured. Do
some research beforehand end ask
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a lot of quastions o make sure you
are coverad in &ny situation you might
fimd youraelf. Get an ageant that (s
aasy 1o reach by emall and helpful I8
answering your guestions, Policles
have various reguirementis which
could Include; one or multiple surveys
af the vessel, more than lwo peopla
aboard Tor loAager passages,
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COMPUTERS

A laplop compuler is handy for viewing
slpctronic chards and receiving weather
faxes, getting email aboard via 558,
with DVID's fior watching movies and CD
bumess for backing up flles and sloring
digital phobos, Few yachiies are withoul
a laplop on board these days and many

Isghtar and bypass the mvartar. The new
computer unforfunately can not uss the
sama onge bul we ware abla to find one
on the |Gao site, (Note: many newer
compuiers do nof have sorial poris, bul
they are still needed 1o hook into
weatherfax demodulators, GFS for
electronic navigation or Paetor 1
modems for anboard amail. Wa baughl

restriclions far raveling in cerlain
regions, and limiting the amouni of
time offshore in a calendar year.
We've heard about insurance
cancallation or lapses |n coverage
wilh little warning. lnsurance is vary
expénsive and we've heard stories of
people paying nearly the initial
purchese price of their boat in &
matier al a law years. We decidad la
salf insura by buying a boal (hat wa
could afford to lose or fix out of our

add a sacond laplop for back up. Wa
bought a cheap used ong off the Intermet
and hawe storad it in 8 Pelican watartight
cage. A Pelican case is a good
investiment to prolact it from moislene
and in case you neod to lake i ashors,
We also found a laptop handy for
praparing amaile and logs in advanca
to send fram a floppy when we get io
@& ghore side Inlermel access |ocation,
Compulers can draw a ol of powear,
Diffarant laptops draw differant amounts

a USE to seral port adapler, You can
also buy a PCMCIA card adapler al
many elactronics stores for moving files,
aapecially digital photos across
COMpUbers,

DINGHIES

Thae dinghy & our car and as a rasull
it i avary imporlant piace of boal
equipment which gets a lot of wear
and tear. Each typa of dinghy has its

own pockels [(The cruising book
written by John Meal and Amanda
Swan lists a number of insurers and
has lots of othar useful information
included), Health care is readily
available and inexpensive outside the
LU.5. and usually of decent quality in
ma|or centers. There are doctors out
efuising thal can be consullad
informally via 558 as naaded and
some services oxist that offer formal
advica via radio or email.

of power. Whan weo bought a new
computer, our power UEEge rosa
dramatically. Running the comgputer off
ol ils own batiery and then recharging
il i & way o save powar. Tha invariar
can create a hum that interferes with
weatherfax signals and also takes
skgnificant addibonal power to run the
compuler than would olhersise be
required. We found a power cord (via
Targus wab sita) that enables us to plug
the old computer direcily into a cigarette

Ban Honle-ddiame
strengths and weaknessas and no

one thinka they have the ideal dinghy
for all altuations. Inflatable ribs with
engines are greal for going places
fast, bul the engine beller wark
bacause ihay can hardly be rowead
even gshort distances. Being able to
plang in the dinghy with £ people can
make for same greal expedilions,
Having bigger tubes makes for a drier
ride, yet could make it hardar io stow,
Heen divers llke to have big dinghies
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to hold all their dive gear and
sometimes up to 4 people. Hard
galling / rowing dinghles can be grast
fun in Mal water and las] the longest
with minimal maintenance but can
also be hard to siow. We have a 2
part mesting, salling dinghy which is
wvary guick o launch and Tun to sail
and row, Howaver wa worry about il

towing bridle with a back up painter
i 8 good (des whean towing, along
with a floating painter to avald
wrapping i1 in the prop when backing
down while anchoring. Being able to
holst the dinghy alongside at night
cen reduce bottom growth and the
possibilily of thefl, yal IT the wind
comes up in the night of thara is

GETTING UNDERWAY

Each lime wa move fhe boal ar
go sailing we musl consider how
wall we need to stow the boat for
tha trip. When we are stopped for
iong periods, we begin to move
in. Far sharl calmer rips, we may

nei be as well stowed, bul mighi

being stowed on deck in very rough
wealher and we are unable (o plane
with an outboard motor,

Slowing the dinghy on ihe boat so
that it is sasy lo launch and safe
aboard in rough sailing conditions is
a challange we all face, but maost
particutary on amalier boats. Stowing
an oulboard molar in & sale and
inconspicuous location is another
issum. Raising and lowering a heavy

'

outboard betwaen the big boat and
the dinghy is easier with 8 hoist
mounted an the stern rall. Every time
we go sailing, we consider whalher
wiz should slow the dinghy or tow il
for the duration of the frip. During
short saile whan conditions are calm,
we sometimes fow the dinghy. But,
sometimes the wind can come up
wnexpaciedly and having a dinghy in
tow can be a bil wunnarving in
merginal conditions. Having a good

significant rainfall that eannol drain,
a dinghy hoisted alongside can be

Drecarious.

Many dinghy docks and landing areas
Feaen @ bob fo be desired. A Gght dinghy
can ba easily beached above the tide
line yet may not ba &s durabla. Soma
buy wiheats for the dinghy for landings
when he dinghy must be moved Tar
from the waler's edge. Nalive Kids
somatimas play in them while they ara

feft unattanded. Dinghies can bash
against the dock or rocks in rough
conditions or s & result of wakes and
using & dinghy anchar can halp (o
pravadl thal (And tha dinghy anchor s
assantial for most snorkeling
expadibons). A long floating painter or
cable {with locklng capabllity) enables
yachiies 1o fit & larger number al
dinghies al a cronwded dinghy dock and
reducas soma of the wear and tear on
your dinghy whers there is high traffic.

gt caught by surprisa. Praparing
fo gat underway includes: getting
out relavant charte/guidebooks,
platiing 8 course, stowing solar
panels
slowing i1he dinghy (siowing

rolling up ihe awning,

dinghy seal, ocars, and sails balow
and placing the dinghy on
foredeck, wiping down Its bottom
and lying it dewn), stowing ilems
bolow (rolling up carpel and

puiting il im tha v-barth and

- Bl flpmtay-Wiams

putting away any loosa items from
the shelves or counters), closing
all hatches, removing sall covers,
removing the line lhal dampens
booam malion, Luffning an
instruments/GPS, starting the
angine, hauling up the anchor and
washing it and the foredeck off,
hoisling sails, and pulling oul lhe
fishing lina.

To be continued.
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