FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

The Sailing Adventures Of Velella

Tips For Prospective
Blue Water Cruisers

Words by Wendy Hinman and Garth Wilcox

PART 4

WENDY HINMAN AND GARTH
WILCOX SAILED 34,000 MILES OVER
T YEARS ABOARD THEIR 31-FOOT
WYLIE-DESIGNED BOAT, VELELLA,
CIRCUMMAVIGATING THE PACIFIC
DCEAN, WITH A FORAY INTO THE
SOUTH CHINA SEA.

WENDY 15 CURRENTLY WRITING A
BOOK ABOUT THEIR ADVENTURES.

MINIMIZING YOUR POWER
REQUIREMENTS

Tl"lll‘!l ang vanous ways o reduce your
power needs, Keeping up with
refrigaration is the biggest challenge.
LUsing LED lights can reduce your
demands. Whean we sit in the cockpit

and talk in the early evening, owr povwer
usage s significantly lower. And also
lower when we read in bed since we
ghare the same lighl. Compulers can
draw a lot of power and differant laptops

draw different amounis, Bunning the
computer off it own battery and then
recharging il is a way lo sava power.

KEEPING UP WITH REFRIGERATION

It is difficult to keep up with refrigarator
powi requirdments. Since it B so much
hotter in the tropics, it takes much more

power o keap a refrigerator going than
in more temperale climales, You might
want to double or treble your powear
requirement esimales if you plan (o nely
an a fridgeifreszer. Conalder adding
insulation or at least placing an
insulaling mal on op of the fridge area
or just inside the |id to help keep the
cood air inside. Avoid side opening units
il you are installing a new ong, You
might alaso want to make sure any air
cooled unit has adequate ventilation,
which ours did nal, We decided 1o tum
our fridge off becauss we were unwilling
to run the engine to keep up with its
demands, The engine heals up the boal
in an already hot climate and we find
the noise unpleasant and the time
inconveniant. Plus we cannat carry the
fuel to power it. The adjustment was
hard for us at first, but wea live pratty
wiell without it now. We are amang the

"SHOT7D IHL ANNOYWY WO XA

P22



FROM AROUND THE GLOBE......

B

FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

few who live without refrigeration but
our power needs are a small fraction as
a resull. Thera's mors in our saction on
'‘Living Without Refrigeration” to learn
how we've adjusted.

LED LIGHTS

We run LED lights for our anchor light
and tricolor which draw lass than an
amp a day. We bought them off the
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radio programs that we could listen to
on our shortweve radie, which help us
keep track of what is going on in the
world, whan we can tranamit on 558,
we can keap in touch with other cruisars
and give us another way to call for help
if nesded. We bought our GO 7315
used via the Ham Radio Qutiet on the
Internat for about FE00US including &
tunar. We installed it with a backstay

had good luck with Yahoo and this
service Includes a photo album which
wilt by Toamnd handy for sharing images
of our travels easily with a large number
of people while we are away.

ONBOARD EMAIL VIA SAILMAIL

With a Pactar I modaem, an 558 and
a subscription to Sailmail ($200 per
year) of using Winlink for thoze with a

Internset from a company called Desp
Creak Deslgn, but thay may alzo ba
available from West Marine, Deep Creek
Dasign stands behind their products
and has been goeod to deal with. The
bulbsa M1t Inte & standard tricolor fooure
and the anchos light even has a solar
cell 50 it comes on aulomalically ai dusk,
While they weren't cheap, we have bean
glad to have them so we can be
gaen avan if we are worriad aboul our

insulator and a copper strap {painted
beforehand to prevent corrosion)
strefched along the bilge belween tha
antenng tuner and the keel bolls.

COMMUNICATIONS WITH
OUTSIDE WORLD

THE

Intarnat Cafes are usually readily
availabla (throughout the Pacific in tha
larger towms) and affordably priced,

Kytin Ayon
Ham license (frea), one can stay in louch
via email on board, As we ravelad to
maorg remote areas, we bacame more
interested in getting a Pactor 1111
modem. We added a Pactor W modem
recanily and have found It to ba very
uzefil, We baught the Pactar 1171
modem from the Qffshore Slore in
Seattle, it easily plugged into owr GO
T35 and we didn't need any extra
asgistance to get it running.

power consumplion. We also use LED
flashlights and a cockpit light, which you
can find at garden stores and often
feature & solar gansor.

COMMUNICATIONS

We initlally bought a Sangean short
wave receiver for §200US from a
catalog, and through it we listened to
short wave and local radio programs
and could hear the 55B nets, and
receive wealher faxes. Afler traveling
for a while, wa decided that we wantbed
an 558 so we could join radic nats and
talk to our friends and add onboard
email via Sailmail. In addition o the

although In a couple of places they wera
vary expensive, like in Bora Bora, Vavau
(in the northern islands in Tonga), and
the resort areas of Fiji. Again, asking
other cruisers and planning ahead can
raduch the hardship of axpansive amail
facilities, Other cruisers who have
onboard eamall are often happy to ket
you sand & brief emall on occasion to
lat family know you are safe. Many
peocple complain that Hotmail clogs
their inboxes with kots of junk mail and
closaes the accounis after a month of
inactivity, We have often been unable
to chack amall for more than a month
when we are in remote areas. We have

SHORTWAVE ANMD LOCAL RADIO
PROGRAMS

We can get news and entertainment cn
the short wave radlo and have found
we can gel lecal radio stations that
otherwise we couldnt receive on our
auio scan sfareo which is programmed
for U.5. frequencies. We'd suggest
rasaarching the schedules for Voica of
Armarica, BBC, Canadian Broadcasting
Systam, Radio Mew Zealand and Radio
Australia, or doing & general search for
Short Wawe radlo programs, They can
be guite interesting and informalive.

Conflnped an page 35
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COMMUNICATIONS WITH OTHER
CRUISERS AMD S5B NETS

Asking other cruisars is the best way to
find oul about current SSB radio nats
in the area. The nets form a bond within
our community. It's a close-knit
commanity thal shares information freely
and helps cruisers in nead. {Caution:
Thare can ba a tendancy for peopls 1o
get overexcited sbout things that
ultimately turn out to be non-issues,
such as Customs procedures for a
specific country or for misinformation to
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WEATHER FAXES

To receive weaather faxes sboard. we
also purchased Waeather Fax for
Windows from a New Zealand company
called Xaxero, which we found on the
Internat. The program included a
demodulator to connact the computer
ta the short wave radio. Another
westherfax program s JVComm which
doesn't require a demodulator. YWe
ganarally plug the damodulator into the
headphone jack of the radio but since
wa need io be abls bo listen to the signal
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information and can be accessed
easily via shorl wave radio, Grib files
af weather data can be requested
vig sailmail or Winlink (listad in thair
online catalogs).

MODIFICATIONS TO VELELLA

Velalla was basically a well-lound boal
when we bought her in 1998,
but mot gquite ready for blue water
voyaging. Most of the initial
madifications that we made wers
as lollows:

ba spread like wildfire on these nets.)
Exchanging boal cards wilh email
addresses ls a great way to stay In touch
over langer distances and over the long
berm. Lols of cruisers email one anoihes
via Sallmail to plan a rendezvous, shars
infarmation and stay in louch,

WEATHER INFORMATION

Wieather dictates our lives so it pays to
undersiand weather patberns. We can find
oul from other cruisers, via nets and often
weather maps are posted and many useful

1o fine tume to the station for the clearest
signal, we nead an adapter with 2 outlets
making it possible to plug In sarphones
gz well g3 the demodulator. After
we @gre done tunlng, we unplug the
headphonas and turm up the voluma for
best resulls, We found oul what stations
1o listen for weather from an incredibly
valuable booklel called the Melservice
Yacht Pack pul oul by New Zealand's
Matservice waather foracasting sarvica.
It includes wsaful information about
waather patterns and specific sources

= Raeplaced 21 year old stainless stesl
standing rigging

= Rergged the main sheat for more
purchase

+ Replaced undersized bow pulpit
* Replaced habchas

= Removed roller Turling

= Addad Inner forestay

= Added running backstay

+ Painted deck and added non-skid

sites can ba found on the Inlemeat. Weather

routers e Commandens Waathaer aut of
Wermont iz another resource. Being able
to retrieve your own weather faxes makes
you beller prepared. Learn ag much
as you can about intarpreting weather
maps, One of the most useful sources
of information we heve come across
is the Metserdce Yacht Pack put out by
hWew Zealand's Melservice weather
forecasting service. Steve Dashew's
“Maringss Waeather™ and “Surviving the
Storm® are helpful resources as well.

for waathar information around the
Faciflic (529.95MZ or aboul 516U3).
Bob McDavitt, who catars to yacht
ngeds, can be contacted through
emall: medavitt@meat_ co.nz. Ruzsesll
Radio is a ship-to-shore net run
oul of New Zealand, thal provides
personalized weather forecesting for
ona's current localion while underway,
and the time and frequency detalls for
this and many other nets around tha
Pacific are included in the Malserdice
booklet. Many nets offer weathar

= Added bow nelling and replaced
lifelines

= Added Spade anchor and rode
= Replaced maln, jib

= Raked spreaders

= Added fopping lift

= Replaced running lights, tri color and
Anchor lights with LED bulbs

= Added jib tracks

= Replaced dodger, madae sailing and
full gwning
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= Rigged main preventer

* Rigged jack lines for safety

« Cul cockpil window for ventilation
* Replaced wind vana

* Replaced prop with folding model
+ Addad trolling genarator

* Addad Rutland wind ganerator

= Added flaxible solar panels
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+ Added EPIRB

* Buill 2-parl nasting, sailing dinghy
* Added 2-horse outboard dinghy motor
EQUIPMENT EVALUATION

Cruiging Equipment Molas abaul the
aguipment we carried and what we
thought abaut it

VELELLA

Sailed by Garth Wilcox and Wendy
Hinman arcund the Pacific,
approximataly 34,000 miles

100" 5/8° nylan, VWery good halding,
never drage, sats aaslly, holds In all
botioms, coral, rock and weed, sand,
mud. Have seen 60+ knol winds with
strong currents. We uae very short
stopa - usually 2 limes dapih + 30°,
Maximum depth of water we have
saan (s 100" Wa try to anchor in less
than 50" to allow free diving the
anchor if stuck. We would have liked
to have a pony bollle for amergency
diving to retrieve anchor, Every time

+ Installed SSB, Pactor [EX modem for
gailmail, shorl wave radio

* |nstalled weatherfax software
» Made knlfe rack
* Made crash bar for gallay

* Made Sunbrella pouches for clothing
storage

* Added seatback tie downs

= Built chaln locker for enclosing chaln
under V-berth alorage

Velella Is & Tom Wylle deslgned 31
foot cutter rigped light displacement
cruisar. Built in 1879 with 8 shallow
canoe body and na |OR distortion she
has a transom hung rudder on a skeg
and a fin keal, tracks beaulifully and
surfs easily, Velella is cold molded,
strong, llght, and very seaworthy,
Welghing 8000 pounds, she carries
45 gallons of water and 10 gallons of
fuel. Space and weight carrying ability
are vary limited. Keep this in mind

A Highfakd

wa used a trip line it fouled around
a coral head which prevented lifting
the anchor or the line got
dangerously close to the prop. We
always used a chain hook with a 15"
nylan ling Tor 8 snubber 1o abgork
shock loads. Keep the hook off the
botiom. Cur aluminum anchor had
caral scars, paint blisters, cracking
{replaced by manufacturar). We
only had a single bow anchor rollsr,
but would have liked another
for emergencias,

Aay W RRITLECT

= Added vantilated crates for vegalatle
slorage

» Added Snapware cantaters for air tight
dry food storage

* Replaced speakers with non-magnatic
onas

* Added fiddles for shelves
* Built book shelf

* Added Jordan Series drogua and
s@a anchor

* Added liferaft

when reading these notes. Most of aur
aquipment choices were limited by
what came with the boat, space and
aur budget, Here is an ovarview af the
eguipmant we carried and how it
worked for us.

MOORING GEAR

Ground fackla

The best insurance you can get.
Primary anchor. Spade ABD [(1&Ib
aluminum), 240" 5/16" BBB chain,

Rusek Kigal
Sacondary anchors: Spade ASD, 4510
plow, 221t danforth, 2-300" 5/8" nylon
rodes with 30° chain, and 150" 318"
mylon rode with 30° chain, These wiene
raraly usad but would have liked at
least one rigged &nd deployable in
less than 30 seconds, If we had a
bigger boat wa would like to have had
a raller for an easy to deploy stern
anchor though we rarely would have
used it.

o be comfinueda.
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